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14. Certification Policies & Procedures
Of the Masonry Heater Association of North America (Revised/19)

1.Introduction

The MHA is a professional association of masonry heater builders that was formed to
advance the technology of masonry heating in North America and to increase the knowledge
and skills of professional heater masons. The MHA fulfills its mandate by sponsoring
laboratory research into masonry heating technology and by publishing information of interest
to practitioners. The MHA also maintains a professional training and certification program to
recognize the competency of qualified heater builders.

This manual has been prepared to assist candidates in achieving and maintaining MHA
certification, and to guide the administration of the program.

The requirements presented in this manual have been established by the MHA Board of
Directors and it is its sole responsibility to apply and interpret them, primarily through its
administrative designate. The manual may be amended from time to time to account for
changing conditions.

2. Application for Certification
2.1 Application Procedure

To initiate the application procedure, a person must be a full voting MHA member “in good
standing”, and apply in writing to the MHA administrator and provide:

(@) Completed application form
(b) Purchase a copy of the Masonry Heater Association od North America Reference
Manual in the amount of US $150. (rev. 1/19)

2.2 Administration

Upon receipt of a completed application form and fee, the administrator will supply the
applicant with: Any additional documentation deemed necessary to prepare the applicant for
the certification process. (rev, 1/19)

2.3 Certified Heater Mason Logo.

Any certified heater in good standing is allowed the use of the official Certified Heater Mason
logo.

Contact MHA Executive Director to receive an electronic high
resolution copy of the Certified Heater Mason logo.

(rev. 1/19).
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3. Requirements for Certification
3.1 Professional Credentials Required

A candidate for MHA certification must demonstrate a working knowledge of relevant
housing and fuel burning regulations, and sufficient knowledge of masonry work by
providing proof* of successful completion of at least ONE of the following:

(a) A bricklayer apprenticeship program

(b) Certification issued by the Chimney Safety Institute of America (CSIA) (rev. 3/12)

(c) Certification issued by Wood Energy Technology Transfer Inc.

(d) Successful completion of a Level 1 HMED class or an equivalent professional
credential deemed acceptable to the MHA (rev.3/12)

AND at least ONE of the following:

(e) 40 hours of work under the direct supervision of an MHA certified heater mason

(F) Successful completion of an MHA Hands-on Test, consisting of setting a combination
of 38 full firebrick and 4 firebrick splits, using pre blended refractory mortar.
The objective will be to build two adjacent square columns, in a 90 minute time
period. Grading will be consistent with industry accepted standards for plumb, level,
square, full joints, joint finish, and adherence to the time allotted. (rev. 1/19)
(see figure 26 below)

Figure 26.
CAD drawing of the hands-on firebrick setting test (rev. 1/19)

Base Completed project

* Proof of certification or participation i.e. copy of certificate, diploma, letter of successful
completion. Other credentials can be judged for their equivalence.

3.2 Field Experience

A candidate must provide evidence of a working knowledge of masonry heater design and
construction as set out in the MHA Occupational Analysis Manual. The required evidence
must consist of verifiable documentation of THREE masonry heater construction projects
professionally contracted and completed within the past five years.

The candidate must have served as the lead mason on at least TWO of the required
projects.
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