A big loss in the world of masonry heaters.

Peter Szalai from Hungary died in a traffic accident Friday D.20 April 2012.

Peter, who originally worked with TV, maneged in only a few years, to become one of the most creative stovebuilders in the world. His ideas was mostly based on practical problems that he did not only solved on paper, but also translated into reality.
An example of this is a practical installation of a thermogenerator (a Peltierelement) in a masonry heater. This can drive the circulation pump to the hot-water system. The public electricity supply in Hungary, where Peter lived, is not very reliable, so it was a necessity to solve this problem. Peter managed to make it in a simple and inexpensive manner. 

The perspektive in this is great for a big part of the world, and i will do my best to bring his idea further.

Peter has also, in my opinion nothing less than the world record for "simple efficient stoves."
He worked diligently with a potter on a small "firepot" where you can boil water and cook with a handful kindlings. Its very beautifull, and doesnt tak up mutch more space in you backpack, than a butanboiler.

Together with his good friend, Pál Szentgróti, Peter build a lot of beautiful stoves in Hungary, all of which shoved his great creativity and independent thinking. His teacher masters fingerprint is evident, because Peter combined the best he could find and then added his own, just the way real development should always be done. In addition, he shared with great joy and enthusiasm  everything he thought might have value for others.
Peter and Pál participated both at a workshop I had in Hungary in 2008 and i realized that these 2 guys would be one of the most brilliant duos in the art of stovebuilding, which also turned out to be correct. Peter with his extroverted very pleasant manners and great resourcefulness and Pál with his great talent for artistic bricklaying and enormous physical strength.
Pál will continue to work with furnaces as he writes to me: "I will continue the all started work as if he is standing by my side!"

But Peter's death must be a huge loss for Pál.

Only two days before his death, Peter sent me a request to become his friend on facebook, to show me a videotape of a lecture on kilns, which he had held in February.
http://vimeo.com/39141410
It shows that Peter was as well a scientist, developer, provider of knowledge. and besides that he didn´t cared mutch about what others may think about his appearance.
Although the lecture is in Hungarian, which i do not understand a bit of, it is not difficult to understand what Peter talks about. He also spoke quite excellent English, which is not common in Hungary.

Peter and Pál visited us several times here on Drejoe and deposed each time very clear traces of their unlimited helpfulness.
We will remember Peter's hearty laugh and big voice like every time we encounter one of them, which occurs often, since one of them is the tower they built on our house last summer.

It is with great sadness i must realize, that a really good friend and a great stovebuilder has past away.

For Peter's wife and adult daughter it must be an unbearable loss.

Lars Helbro
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