Press Release
Masonry Heater Association Plans Workshop in April, 2011

Little Switzerland, North Carolina November 24, 2010

The Masonry Heater Association of North America has scheduled a masonry heater, bake oven, and masonry skills workshop at Wildacres Retreat in the Blue Ridge Mountains north of Asheville, North Carolina April 18 – 24, 2011.  
Anyone who wants to learn more about masonry heater and masonry bake oven technology and building techniques is encouraged to join the MHA and attend this workshop.  Masonry heaters are site-built wood-burning appliances that radiantly heat a home with wood.  They are efficient and using relatively small amounts of wood heat without the use of electricity, gas, fans, or ducts. They heat by burning wood in a firebox, which connects to channels inside a large thermal mass.  After the fire is out they gradually radiate heat to the living space for many hours without causing large temperature fluctuations or drafts. 

The annual meeting and workshop will include hands-on training for a pizza bake oven, stone veneer, masonry arch building, bricklaying, a masonry cookstove, a Finnish masonry heater for beginner masons, and a 5-Run soapstone masonry heater with a white oven.  

Seminars include combustion, a Google Sketch-up Demonstration, an ask the experts panel, and bake oven techniques and recipes.  There will also be wood-fired oven cooking demonstrations on three days. The annual Design/Build Contest for masonry heaters, bake ovens and masonry will be judged during the week and trophies will be awarded on Saturday night at the final meeting. 

Instructors include industry experts Jerry Frisch, Norbert Senf, Doug Hargrave, David Moore, Marty Pearson, Christ Prior, Walter Kelly, Steve Bushway, and Pat Manley.  More instructors may be announced. 
For more information contact Richard Smith, Executive Director, at 520-883-0191 or e-mail execdir@mha-net.org or visit www.mha-net.org. 
