2018 MHA Annual Meeting Events

Clinics and Seminars

 Clinic:            2018 SketchUp Clinic by Boris Kukolj 

Learn to create technical drawings with SketchUp, a CAD program that is simple to use and comes free of charge in its basic (but fully functional) version.
This year we will work on passive soapstone benches and site-specific drawings (location, structural support, venting…). Please bring a laptop with SketchUp Make installed and a mouse with a click

wheel (this is very important).

 Seminar:
Refractories 101 by Ben Stanton of Harbison Walker International 

A comprehensive look at refractory materials including what they are, where they come from, how they are made and why they are important in high-temperature applications. This topic will cover the standard types of refractory materials including brick, mortar, plastic, castable, gun mix, and shotcrete. Also covered is a detailed and focused look at monolithic refractory products to include types of monolithics, mixing and using practices, and curing and dry out best practices.

(C.E.U. credits = .50)

 Seminar:
Ecobox by Carsten Homstead 

An elementary look at the ecobox and how it is different from other firebox styles, construction and testing. Talk is the first part of a three part presentation. Second will be the construction of the ecobox during the workshop and third part will be the explanation of how it is tested while fired. (C.E.U. credits = .50)

 Seminar:        Masonry Heaters Use & Care by Boris Kukolj  

Most people who heat with wood are familiar with woodstoves and may be under the impression that using a Masonry Heater is not going to be much different. This couldn’t be less true! If a Masonry Heater is not operated properly, it will not deliver its benefits, may deteriorate prematurely and can put its user at risk. 

We will first look at the way Masonry Heaters function, then we’ll go through the whole firing process (fuel preparation, loading technique, controls, troubleshooting) and describe routine maintenance. We’ll also see how to match heat output to heating requirements. (C.E.U.credits = .50)

  
Seminar:         Sales, Leads and Clients - Some Tools and Strategies for Heater Builders by 

                        by  Jason Temple. Presentation will feature some simple and powerful

                        tools and strategies for managing sales and clients, from first contact to onward. 

These techniques will help the heater builder present a high level of professional service, be time efficient and avoid losing track of clients and proposals due to overwhelm.  (C.E.U.credits = .50)
   Workshops

Hands On  #1 - Hybrid Bell Cabin Heater with a 12” Cook Top by Eric Moshier  
We will build a Bell heater with a 35# firebox and a 12” cook top above the firebox.  The firebox will be built with firebricks, the down draft channels and 24” bell will be built out of 24”x24” clay liners with some extra firebricks for mass and the updraft channel built out of 8” clay liners.  This is a heater that can be built and finished in 2-3 days by a mason and a helper.  The core and clay liners will be donated to the auction. (C.E.U. credits = 5.0)  

Hands On  #2 – Double decker Bake Oven and Testing Oven Materials 

by Jon Santiago & Chris Springer. 

We'll build a vaulted bake oven with two decks to see if we can better optimize firewood usage for wood fired baking. We will also use a variety of materials, such as different insulators, in the oven construction to gather data on performance and usefulness. (C.E.U. credits = .50)

Hands On  #3– Double-bell Masonry Heater With Heated Curved Wall and Bench. by Jean David Morneau

In this workshop, we will be building a complex shaped double bell unit. The idea is to explore radius shapes and curved walls on many levels to produce a unique and cozy heater. The firebox will feature a version of the ecolabel firebox. The finishing of the heater will include a demonstration of various types of plaster.  (C.E.U. credits = 5)

Hands On  #4 –Design and Construction of a Firebrick Built, Vaulted Arch, Wood Fired Oven by Pat Manley. 

Workshop will begin with an introduction to all of the various materials (firebricks, insulations, forms, hardware, etc.) we will use to build our oven, along with where they are used in the oven and why. Over the course of a few days we will build the oven, with ongoing discussions daily of how the oven is used, understanding thermal mass, etc., and then fire it up to use for our fiesta de pizza at the end of the week. We will build the oven with clay and sand "mortar", for easy deconstruction and clean up the next morning. (C.E.U. credits = 5)

Hands On  #5 – Masonry Skills by Derek Kowalchuk . 

     The bricklaying clinic will give non-masons a chance to get on the line and learn the basics of bricklaying in a relaxed atmosphere and others a chance to brush up on their skills or even learn some new ones. Learn the basic motions it takes to lay brick in a real world scenario and how to use the tools in a practical application. There will be several different stations to expose participants to various bricklaying scenarios. Skills that will be covered are: how to gauge brickwork, lay out bond, tool selection and use, different techniques of laying a brick and anything else you may want to know



Hands On  #6 – Mini Clinics as announced




Door install, chimney install, damper install, cold start firing, sweeping

Hands On  #7 – Simple Test Heater by Technical Committee
Hands On  #8 –  Firetube OFF-Grid Living Room On Wheels by Axel Schmitz and Crew.  Everyone has heard about the new and upcoming concept of tiny houses. A tiny room doesn’t need hot air convection, but rather radiant heat with a longer duration of heat exchange. In conclusion we want to show that wood burning stoves can efficiently be installed in tiny houses. 
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Demonstrations:



Tulikivi - Assembling a large soapstone heater and bench construction
     Learn how to assemble a large 5-run model with a bake oven that can be fired. Wrap-around benches will be constructed on-site from blank soapstone slabs. Instructor, Jakob Dik, worked as a masonry heater installer in Northern Germany for 15 years. He is certified by the Tulikivi Training center in Frankfurt.

Harbison Walker International OVENZZ DOME KIT Demonstration:

     HWI representatives will methodically assemble a brick oven kit to showcase precision precast refractory shapes. HWI’s engineered design requires absolutely no cutting of brick or tiles and no mixing of dry mortar or refractory cement. In fact, we won’t even open the wet, ready-to-use mortar that would typically come with the kit. At the conclusion of the demonstration the oven will be dissembled and available for the auction (along with the mortar and insulation).
Stack, Fire, Bake by David Cargo

       At least since medieval times, masons would build ovens out of stacked bricks for temporary use. Using the geometry of fire brick and simple corbel arches, see how a temporary oven built quickly can allow you to go from bare ground to an oven that can cook pizzas at high temperature just a few hours later.

