PR Committee Meeting Agenda

June 29, 2011

6:00 PM CST

Present: Marge Padgitt (Chair),Dick Smith, Doug Hargrave, Steve Bushway, Max Edelson, Ed Small, Chuck Larson
1 .HMED: 2 more dates added. We need to do a press release and notify other organizations (masons, chimney contractors, etc.). I have not had time to put this together yet and we need it done ASAP. Masonry Construction, HPBA, HPBA chapters, Stone Foundation, SNEWS.  Mark will put together a list of masonry organizations. Max Edelson will collect a green building list.  MREA, Alliance of Green Heat, Last Straw, Chuck is on the board. Steve will ask his wife to review my press release.  

2.     T-Shirt/Hats/Vest, etc. This has been taken care of. 


3.     World of Concrete Expo & Chimney Sweep Expo Feb 15-18, 2012: Update: Last year in Vegas end of Jan, demo building masonry heater, asked us to do it again. Should we offer an HMED class at the event? Motion to attend the WoCExpo by Doug seconded by Chuck. Motion passed. 

4. The National Chimney Sweep Guild Convention and trade show is in February of 2012. I suggest that we get a booth at this show, especially if they will give it to us a no charge, and have Richard man the booth. This is a small show, but will be a very captive audience. Jerry Frisch, Gene Padgitt, and I will be doing two classes on Masonry Heaters at this event, so Masonry Heaters will be fresh in the chimney contractor's minds. We may get new members as well as educate chimney contractors on the topic. Doug made a motion that the MHA attend the NCSG convention Steve seconded,  Motion carried. 

5.    Press Releases: How it works, New Venues
Currently press releases are sent to PR web and are placed on the MHA website, and announced in the MHA newsletter. We send 2 -4 per year. The Newsletter goes out on an as needed basis. 
ARTICLES: See the attached draft article I am currently working on for the media page and magazines. We need more articles for the newsletter and to send to magazines.

Ed asked about topics needed and length. 500- 2,000 words

6.     Website Update: Richard: 2 years ago looked at website, ex-member worked on it but it didn't go anywhere.  Richard DeBeer started to revamp it, and redid the entire thing.  Did not communicate with the committee and announced it to the entire list.  Max is improving the graphics on the site now.  The PR committee agreed that what we are looking for in website changes is not structure but mostly changing the look to update it and make it easier to navigate. 

7. Chat List: How it works, How to sign up - sign in: I have added everyone on the PR committee to the chat list. 


To send or reply to a message: 

1. Open a message from the MHA PR Committee


2. Click on "reply" in your e-mail program


3. Change the subject line if necessary, compose your message and hit "send"

To visit the group on the web and use files and photos or see old e-mails from the group:


1. Open a message from the MHA PR Committee


2. Click "visit your group" at the bottom of the e-mail


3. If you can't access the features, you will need to sign up with a yahoo account
You can post messages from here, access files, post files, access the calendar, post photos.
8.  Printed Masonry Heater Builder Directory: Need people to work on updating this to get it current. Contact new members to get their information, and check with old members to be sure their listing is correct, then send the info to me and I'll add it or if someone has Publisher 2007 they can take over this project! We post this directory on the MHA website where anyone can download it. This file has much more information about what the members do. Chuck and Ed said that they will help with this project. 

9. Review assignments – next meeting date: August meeting to be announced. 

New business: 

Chuck- attended Eric's class in MI – joined the MHA because of him, took the class in Everett with Jerry, noted that non-members had never heard of MHA.  

Biomass meeting –need to get the name out. 

Meeting adjourned.

Marge Padgitt
PR Committee Chair

